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Omnipotence of Parliament, in the appointment of. the 
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SHEWING how EASILY @ STAUNCH, Whig may become 
a PaorESSED Tory. | 


To which are added, . 
THE SPEECHES oF Mr. PTT AND MR. Fox, 
On Wedneſday December roth, 1788, on the Subject of a 
RIP GENC V. 


Embeiliſhed with a curious FRONTICEPIECE adapted to the 
occaſion; and a DESIGN for the REVOLUTION PILLAR at 


RUNEMEDE. Y 


A NEW EDITION. 
With a POSTCRIPT, containing an AnsweR to the 
BRIEF DEDUCTIONS, &c. 


The Honourable Gentleman ſhould indeed loſe the Name 
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Sir Richard Hill. Debates, 1783. 


6 Out of thine own Mouth will I condemn thee, hou wicked 


„% Servant. Luke xix. 22. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS a ſtriking Proof of the Po- 
litical Conſiſtency of the Right 
Hon. CHaRLEs James Fox, and a 
clear Demonſtration of the Purity 


of his Principles, in the Line of 
Conduct adopted by him on the 


Preſent State of Public Affairs, the 
following Bloſſoms, ſelected from 

his Speeches, delivered in the 
Houſe of Commons, is moſt re- 
ſpectfully ſubmitted to the Conſi - 
deration of the People in general, 
and the Friends of that Gentleman 


in particular. 


ExTRACT FROM Mx. PrTT's SyEECH. 


BUT it was not to be wondered at that the con- 
ductof the Hon. Gentleman ſhould be ſo inconſiſtent, 
when it was remembered how inconſiſtent all the 
meaſures of the party, of which he was the mouth, 
were in themſelves, and how inconſiſtent the perſons 
who compoſed that party were with one another. 
Still the purſuits of that party, however various and 


however contradictory, had one uniform tendency. 
Whether they reprobated on this day what they had 
approved in the preceding, or whether they aban- 
doned a principle which they had before admitted; 
whether one individual differed from or coincided 
with the reſt of his aſſociates; ſtill the effect of all 
their efforts, of all their perſeverance, and of all their 
tergiverſation, was to be the ſame—to embarraſs 
and confound the meaſures of Adminiſtration, to 
embroil and diſunite the affections of their fellow- 
ſubjects, to excite groundleſs alarms, and on thoſe 
groundleſs alarms to foment the moſt dangerous diſ- 


contents. 
Debates, 30th May, 1785. 
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NEW EDITION 
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POLITICAL BLOSSOMS. 


'F" HAT the. public at large may 

clearly comprehend the point at 
iſſue between Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, and 
be enabled to form a corre& judgment 
upon it, the Editor thinks it incumbent 
on him to ſtate that memorable event the 
glorious Revolution, and the true ground 
and principles upon which our anceſtors 
acted. By the Conſtitution of England 
the government is veſted in the King, 


Lords, and Commons. If either be want- 85 


ing the Conſtitution would be at an end. 


B -—_ 
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In 1688, King James having deſerted 
his throne and departed the kingdom, the 
other two branches of the ſupreme power 
could do no act of legiſlature, and the 
Conſtitution was in danger of being diſ- 
ſolved. This VACANCY of the Throne was 
a new event in politics, and therefore 
not provided for. The Lords and Com- 
mons thereupon met in convention in a 
full aſſembly asthe guardians and repreſen- 


tatives of the people, and came to the 


following reſolution: | 

„That King James II. _ en- 
« deavoured to ſubvert the Conſtitution 
* of the kingdom by breaking the original 
contract between King and People, 
“and by the advice of jeſuits and other 
« wicked perſons having violated the 
fundamental laws, and having with- 
% drawn himſelf out of this kingdom, 
“has abdicated the government, and that 
e the Throne is thereby vacant. 


; The 


FEET ACE a 
| The reaſons upon which they decided 


may be found at large in the Parlia- 
mentary proceedings of the times. 

The Lords and Commons having thus 
decided the ſingle poſtulatum, the vacan- 
cy of the Throne, they filled up that va- 
cancy by their declaration of 12th Fe- 
bruary 1688, as follows: That William 
and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 


be, and be declared King and Queen, to 


hold the Crown and Royal Dignity. du- 
ring their lives, and the life of the ſur- 
vivor of them; and that the ſole and full 
exerciſe of the regal power be only in, 
and executed by, the ſaid Prince of 
Orange, &c. &c. &c. 
The Lords and Commons therefore ſet- 
tled the Crown, firſt on King William 
and Queen Mary, King James's eldeſt 

daughter, for their joint lives; then -on 
the ſurvivor ; then on the iſſue of Queen 
Mary; upon failure of ſuch iſſue, to the 
Princeſs Anne, King James's ſecond 
daughter, and her iſſue ; and laſtly, on 
B 2 failure 
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failure of that, to the iſſue of King 


William, who was the nephew as well as 


ſon-in-law of King James the Second, 
in excluſion of the ſon and heir apparent F. 
JO the Second, _ 

Theſe Princes, therefore, did not take 


chi Crown by hereditary right or deſcent, 


but by donation or gift of the Lords and 
Commons, the guardians and repreſenta- 


tives of the People, who, according to 


Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, p. 214, vol. 1, 
had the right of diſpoſing of it in the 


event which had happened, 


Mr. Juftice Blackſtone, who was a pre- 
rogative judge and lawyer, in his Com- 
mentaries, /b. 212, ſays, Our anceſtors 
having moſt indiſputably a courRE- 
% TENT JURISDICTION TO DECIDE 
this great and important queſtian, and 
e having in fact decided it, it is now be- 
* come our duty at this diſtance of time 
* to acquieſce in their determination 
e being born under that eſtabliſhment 
* which was built upon this foundation, 

e and 
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© and obliged by every tie, religious as | 
ell as civil, to maintain it.” 3 
The great fundamental principle then 
of the Revolution being eſtabliſned by 
this authority of our anceſtors, viz. that 
in the event of a vacancy of the Throne, 
which may happen by other means than 
abdication (as in the preſent caſe), the 
| Lords and Commons only have the right of 
filling up that vacancy according to their 
diſcretion, in exeluſion of an Heir Appa- 
rent, or any hereditary right whatſoever; 
the Public will try the iſſue between Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Pitt by this fundamental 
principle, and determine whether Mr. 
Fox or Mr. Pitt be the Man of tbe Conſti- 
tution; which is the Whig, and which the 
Tory. 
It ſhould be rentembered what the ob- 
jections were, which the Tories and Jaco- 
bites urged. againſt the Revolution, that 
the Public may ſee at one point of view 
the true diſtinction between Tory and 
Whig, or more properly Reyolutioniſt. 
” | The 
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The argument, as urged moſt forcibly, 
Ml and given by Mr. Nelſon, author of the 
118 | « Feaſts and Faſts,” a verypious andlearned 
i gentleman of the Nonjuring party, turned 
W « upon this: 
ll “That the laws made by the fupreme 
| | power cannot otherwiſe than by the 
j | 4 * ſame be annulled : That this conſiſting 
* of King, Lords, and Commons, whereof 
[it each hath a negative voice, no two of 
* them can repeal or enact a law with- 
out conſent of the third; much leſs may 
% any one be entirely excluded from its 
part of the legiſlature by a vote of the 
* other two. That all theſe maxims were 
| | * broke through and openly violated at 
& the Revolution; where an aſſembly 
© of the NoBLEs AND PEOPLE, not ſum- 
„ moned by the King's writ (which was 
&« an eſſential part of the Conſtitution), 
* and conſequently no lawful meeting, 
* did merely upon their own authority 
declare the King to have abdicated, 
the Throne vacant, and gave the Crown 


© by 
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« by a vote to a nephew, when there were 
&* three children to inherit; although, by 
the fundamental laws of the realm, the 
« next heir is immediately to ſucceed. Nei- 
ther doth it appear how a Prince's abdi- 

cation can make any other ſort of va- 

« cancy in the Throne than would be 
« cauſed by his death, ſince he cannot ab- 
4 dicate for his children, otherwiſe than 
« by his own conſent in form to a Bill 
e from the two Houſes.” 

In anſwer to this, we muſt occur to 
firſt principles, ſuch as are to be found of 
our Conftitution as mentioned by Mr. 
Locke, and as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution. 
In the firſt place, That all power is de- 
rived from the people; and the power it- 
ſelf being always in them, they may make 
or alter any form of government. That 
there is no natural right in one man to 
govern another but that is by inſtitution, 
force, or conſent. 

That by the inſtitution of this country 
the people are not bound by laws to 

| wk: 
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which they have not conſented. That 
when a Prince was laid aſide for mal-ad- 
miniſtration, the Nobles and People, if they 
thought it neceſſary for the public weal, 
did reſume the adminiſtration of the ſu- 
preme power, and did alter the ſuccefſion 
and diſpoſe of the chief magiſtracy to 
ſuch perſons as they thought fit. Theſe 
principles being of the eſſence and the 
foundation of the proceedings of our an- 
ceſtors at the Revolution, and there being 
a vacancy of the Throne by incapacity at 
this time, it may juſtly be aſked, What 
heriditary right has the heir apparent of 
George the Third, which: the heir appa- 
rent of James the Second had not, upon 
the vacancy occaſioned by abdication? If 
there be ſuch an indefeaſible hereditary 
Tight to the throne (as Mr. Fox contends 
for) in the Prince of Wales, the Lords 
and Commons at the Revolution violated 
the conſtitution and robbed the heir ap- 
parent of James the Second of his birth- 
right. This is a concluſion naturally de- 
ducible 
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dcducible from the facts, if the principle 
be, as Mr. Fox contends; and in ſuch a 


caſe the Prince of Wales has a right to aſ- 
ſume the ge as armed by Mr. 
Fox. 

ut if the revolution Nini be right, 
that the Lords and Commons might de- 
feat any ſuch pretended right, and fill up 
the vacancy as they thought fit, and as 
they did in point of fact, then Mr. Fox's 
preſent principle is deſtructive of the Re- 


volution, and ſtabs the moſt vital princi- 


ple of that eſtabliſhment. For this con- 

ſequence follows, that King William was 
not legally placed on tlie Throne, and had 
no right whatſoever, 

An attempt has ſince been made to 

ſoften down this aſſertion of the heredi- 

tary right of the Prince of Wales to take 

| the reigns of government, and to modify 


it, by ſaying, it was meant only in caſe 


the Lords and Commons had not been 
Hitting, as they are by the King's writ ; 
and that the Lords and Commons are to 
C D give 
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give the poſſeſſion to the Prince by a ſen- 
tence or judgment, but have no controut 
over the right, now whether it be a here- 

ditary claim which attaches on the Prince 
as heir apparent without the conſent of 
the Lords and Commons, or in the modi- 
fied way, that the Lords and Commons 
muſt inveſt him with the poſſeſſion with- 
out controul, it comes to the ſame princi- 
ple: becauſe in either caſe, -the right is 
inſiſted upon as not defeaſible by the 
Lords and Commons; who are, as the 
lawyers exprels it, in the latter caſe, only 
made the mere conduit pipe, as a lord of 
the manor gives admiſſion to an heir at 
law who has a legal title to that which 
the lord cannot deprive him of, This 
doctrine then is directly in the teeth of 
the Revolution, which repoſes a diſcreti- 
onary power in the Lords'and Commons 


to fill up the vacancy in ſuch @ manner as 


they think fit. | 
This right or claim of the Prince is 
likened to the caſe of a ſubject, where 
the 


— 
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the father becomes incapable to manage 
his affairs; and it is boldly aſſumed, that 
in ſuch a caſe the Lord Chancellor is 
bound to give the next heir the manage- 
ment of the eſtate. Now I take the law 


to be clearly otherwiſe, that it is diſcre- 


 tionary. It is a truſt which is generally com- 


mitted to the next heir, on a preſump- 
tion that being moſt materially intereſted 
in the eſtate, he is moſt likely to take care 
of it, and preſerve the inheritance from 
injury. But if the next heir was a pro- 


fligate ſpendthrift, a drunken, miſchie- 


vous, and indiſcreet perſon, the Chan- 


cellor would put the care of the eſtate 


into other hands. What would be the 


conſequence of a diſſerent principle and 
rule? If the Chancellor were bound in 


all events to give ſuch an heir the Com- 


mitteeſhip of the eſtate, and it ſhould be 
waſted, what would be the ſituation of 
the father when he recovered from his 
incapacity ? plundered and left to begga- 
ry. What equity, what juſtice, what re- 

— | dreſs, 
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dreſs, againſt his heir? None; for it is in- 
ſiſted on to be his right, and who is to 
call him to account ? By conſidering it 
as a truſt which is committed to the next 
heir by the Chancellor upon aiſcretion, 
when it appears that it cannot ſafely be 
entruſted to ſuch hands, the Chancellor 
can then reſume it, and place it in ſuch _- 
hands as will preſerve it for the true 
owner, when he ſhalt be reſtored. This 
I contend is the law in the caſe of a ſub- 
ject; and the Revolution having eſta- 
bliſhed a diſcretionary power in the Lords 
and Commons, it is matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment how the eontrary doctrine comes to 
be inſiſted on from the quarter it does. 
It is not leſs ſingular than remarkable, 
that in the year 1788, a century after the 
Revolution, when the Whigs have ſo 
lately been celebrating that glorious event, 
and have voted a Pillar to be erected in 
commemoration of chat event, that they 
with their great Leader (called the Man 
of the People) at, their head, ſhould, on a 


fudden, 


Men 
ſudden, turn ſhort in their politics, make 
a ſacrifice of their character, and over- 
turn every principle of the Revolution. 
They muſt ſurely be ſhallow politicians, 


when the game was in their hands, to 
work the ruin of their own fame, and 


give Mr. Pitt the glorious opportunity of 


fixing his own; who may now, when 
it happens that the Regent ſhall think fit 
to change hands, retire and ſay, with Ho- 
race, ba, | E 


Exegi monumentum are ßerennius. 


There is yet one thing remaining, 
which muſt be referred to Caſuiſts ac- 
quainted with matters of conſcience ; for 
it appears to be a point of which Mr, 
Pitt ſeems to have too great delicacy, 
according to the opinions of ſome po- 
litical Doctors; and that is, how a man 


may, with a ſafe and good conſcience, 


keep the bath of abjuration, and yet be- 
lieve in Mr. Fox's doctrine of hereditary 
right in the Prince of Wales to aſſume 

the 
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the government. It has been already ob- 


ſerved, that if, by the Conſtitution of 


England, there exiſts any ſuch right as 
that contended for in the preſent Prince 
of Wales, the ſame muſt have exiſted in 
the heir apparent of King James II. But 
by the oath of abjuration (which, it is 
preſumed, Mr. Fox has taken), that ahr 


ſeems to be completely denied. 


The words are as follow: 

F. 4. B. Do truely and ſincerely a ac- 
knowledge, profeſs, teſtify and declare, 
in my conſcience, that our Sovereign Lord 
King George is lawful and rightful King 
of this realm, &c. And I do ſolemnly 
and ſincerely declare, that I do believe in 
my conſcience, that not any of the deſcendants 
of the perſon who pretended to be Prince of 


Wales during the life of the late King 


James the Second, and ſince his deceaſe 
pretended to be, and took upon himſelf 
the ſtile and title of King of England, by 
the name of James the Third, &c. hath 


al 'y 
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any right or title whatſoever to the 
Crown of this realm, &c. &c. &c. | 
This oath appears to be the creed of all 
Whigs and Revolutioniſts, and the teſt 
by which Government meant to try the 
faith of all thoſe perſons in whom the 
public truſt was repoſed. It 1s the cri- 
terion by which the public may alſo try 
and determine the Jacobite and the 
Whig—Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. 


This point of conſcience is referred 
to the honeſt breaſt of every loyal 
ſubject, by their 


* 


very humble ſervant, 


— 
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POLITICAL BLOSSOMS 
Ken! HONOURABLE , 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


April 24, 1780. © —_— 
T HE encreaſed influence of the Crown 

calls for new and unprecedented 
means of redreſs. 


f 


Same Day. 

He truſted there was yet enough of 
weight, and power, in the Houſe of 
Commons, to make good its own reſo- 
lutions, and to carry them into effet; 
that the reſpect in which the EX E- 
CUTIVE POWER Held ite advice 
was too great to admit of a conduct 
contrary to its wiſhes. TT 


D 1 Sr 


26 POLITICAL BLOSSOMS. 


Same Day. 
When he came into that Houſe, he 
had been taught to conſider the privi- 
leges of it as the ei and moſt, neceſſary 
part of the conſtitution ; that Houſe was 
the PALLADIUM of Britiſb liberty; there 
it was that the rights of the people were 
to be ſupported, and the liberties of the 
people 4 England were to be preſerved. 


A 5 


He ſaid the vote of the 6th of April, 
that glorious vote, which eſtabliſhed a 
foundation for the liberty of this coun- 
try, could not be carried into execution 
without agreeing to the preſent motion 
not to diſſolve Parliament until the 
grievances of the people ſhould be re- 
dreſſed. Thoſe who had voted for it 
had entered into a bond with the peo- 
ple of England to reduce the influence of 
the Crown; and the penalty, in caſe of 
. was a forfeiture of 
the Mections of the people of England. 


May 
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May 8. 8 

The people of England, in ham the 
ſole right of the duration of Parliament, 
lay, called upon that | Houſe to ſhorten 
it, The people made this requiſition, a 
requiſition they ALON could make, and 
which, like every other requiſition that 
came from the ſame quarter, HE ſhould. 


ever hold himſelf bound 7 "uy with 
and to obey. 


Same Day. 


If any of his conſtituents ſhould aſk 
him, what our preſent misfortunes were 
owing to, he ſhould ſay the firſt cauſe 
was the influence of the Crown ; ; the 
ſecond, the mnfluence of the Crown, and the 
third, the influence of the Crown; to 
that, and that only, in his mind, were 
our e to be aſcribed. | 


November 20. 


Mr. Fox replied to Mr. Rigby and 
Mr. Courtney, and ridiculed in poignant 
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terms Mr. Rigby's expreſſion of. a doubt 
whether a day might not arrive, when 
Sir Fletcher Norton would repent of ha- 
ving changed his conduct, and taken a 
deciſive part in ſupport of the people, 
againſt the influence of the Crown. Mr. 
Fox alſo ſeconded Lord Mahon's idea of 
the Civil Lift of the King being as much 
ſubject to the controul of Parliament as 
any other part of the Public Revenue. 


May 8, 1781. 

An Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke lately 
under the gallery (Mr. Courteney) ſaid, 
that in every government of a mixed or 
populer form, the middle rank of people 
were thoſe whoſe voice ought to be more 
eſpecially attended to. 'They were the 
true echo of the nation. This was. an 
obſervation that indeed carried an ap- 
pearance of truth and plauſibility, but 
experience proved it to be totally falla- 


cious. The ſenſe of the people, or great 
body 
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body of the nation, was, in H1s opinion, 


the true griterion by which PUBLIC OPI-- 


NION could be EAIRLY determined. 


May 30. 5 


It ſurely was NOT competent (faid Mr. 


Fox) in the Crown, to DECIDE on the 
privileges of Parliament. 8 


* 


Same Day. 


There were men who taught very per- 
nicious doctrines; men ſurrounding the 
Throne were anxious to inſinuate, that 
the power and proſperity of the Crown 
were diſtinct and oppoſite to thoſe of 
the ſubject. Such men alleged, and it 
was indeed a truth, that in war the 
power of the Crown is greater than it 
is in times of peace. But the power of 
the Crown, if not ſo great, WAS MORE 
GLORIOUS When it reſted, in times of 


peace and proſperity, in the consTI-' 
TUTION, and on the AFFECTIONS OF 


THE PEOPLE. 


November 
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November 27. 


————— — * f * 
— — Wat els — . — * * 
— 521 2 
3 " 97 * 
\ A DOSS 
o 


There was one grand domeſtic evil, 
from which ALL our other evils, foreign 
and domeſtic, had ſprung—THE INFLU- 
ENCE OF THE CROWN. 

* 
November 30. 

Miniſters had baſely adviſed their 
Maſter to rule by the ſilent means of in- 
trigue, inſtead of reigning in the hearts 
of the People. they had deſtroyed the 
DEMOCRACY of the CONSTITUTION, . 
and all 'was now ſwallowed up in the 
MONARCHY! 


January 23, 1782. 

s In every Government there muſt be a 
confidence in the Servants of the Crown 
by the people, or elſe the buſineſs of the 
State can never be carried on with any de- 


gree of ſucceſs. 
February 20, 1782, 
The majority of the Houſe of Com- 


mons n (in his opinion) to be con- 
EDS» fidered 


532 N 


nt oe „ 
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ſidered as containing the voice of the 


people. 1 1 
February 28, ; 


Thoſe Miniſters who wiſhed to add 
the Crown follow a plan of conduct 2 
realy oppoſite to the advice of his faithful 
Commons, were not friends to their coun- 
try, and ſhould be deemed CRIMINAL. 


March 8. 


He had declared, and he repeated the 
aſſertion, that he would be an infamous 
man who ſhould, on coming into place, 
abandon the principles and profeſſions that De. = 
he had made when out of TO” 7 | 


Same Day. 


In this, he was clear and ide 
that the Houſe of Commons ought to be, 
was originally intended to be- THE RE+ 

 PRESENTATIVES OF THE NATION. 


* 


a Same Day. 


T he country were entitled to an Ad- — 9 
miniſtration in which they could Place. 


confidence, 


Same 
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3 Same Day. 7 
He ſpoke of his idea of conſulting the 

voice of the people without doors. It 

was clearly his opinion, that they had a 

right, and that they ought to declare their 

opinion of MEN and THINGS. | 


Same Day. 
He would add, that when that Houſe 
ſhould become loſt to its ſenſe of duty, 
and abandon the rights of the people, ſo 
as to become the paſſive inflruments of the 
Crown, then it might be juſtifiable for the 
people to revert 20 the original principles 
of the Conſtitution, and to reſume the di- 
rection of their own affairs, ſo as to pre- 
vent the popular weight in the ſcale of - 


Government, 


July g. 
With reſpect to any fear of letting in 
the OLD Adminiſtration, there was uu, 
he ſaid, for THAT Houss would not 


ſuffer it. 


December 
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December 5, 1782. 


Fe had, in general, too great a reſpect 
for Princes to ſpeak lightly of them; but 
there might be near the heart of every 
Prince a longing after ſomething, which 
could not be removed but by the attain- 
ment of that fomething ; and a thouſand 
diſappointments might not be able to 
convince him, that bis longing could never 
be gratz fed. | 


Same Day. | 
| He ſaw the Miniſter's intention; he 
meant to wound the hberties . the 
people, by rendering the Houſe odious, 
thereby io ſtrengtben the power of the 
Crown; a deſign as P__ as it was 


infedraus 1 | 
i  Y 
The command of diſintereſtedneſs 
in the Minifter, was a miſerable at- 
tempt to gain popularity; and was, of 
all other ideas that could poflibly be 
E imagined, 
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imagined, the moſt prepoſterous, and 
thrown out for the moſt prepoſterous 
purpoſe—to invite the people, to fly to 
the Treaſury and the Crown ; thereby 
meaning to inſinuate to the people, 
that they could and ougbt to have no 
confidence in their | repreſentatives, and 
| that they muſt ſeek protection in the 
ll Cron! This was what he termed 
10 the moſt inſidious attack that could 
be formed again/? the Conſtitution. 


" Same Day. 
bi uf Et - He had a confidence in the good 
Flt : ſenſe and energy of the people of 
"i England, that they would never be 
9 | brought haſtily to entertain /ufpicions of 
N. that Honſe; and when” they did, that 
1 ' they would not fly to the Crown for de- 
| U } EZ liverance, © 


1 Sp December 18. 
It was a moſt convenient [citing in- 
deed, for a man to have 4 conſcience 


behind which he could ſhelter him- 
ſelf 


POLITICAL BLOSSOMS. 35 


ſelf from whatever he did not like to 
face; and would permit him to act 
as it would beſt ſerve his purpoſe. 


Same Day. 

There always was a wrllingneſi or 
bias in the Houſe of Commons to 
ſupport the people; and HE would ever 
call this bias truly LAUDABLE, and ſhew, 

that no one fel? it more than HE did. 


February 19, 1783. 

It is evident and clear, at leaſt to 
me, that when a man has been baf- 
fled on one great political point, he 
will have recourſe to any pretext to 
comfort and ſave himſelf from ſhame. 


Same Day. 
The Houſe had a right to exerciſe 
their minds freely, and to determine 
for themſelves on any point whatever. 


February 21. 
I have always been anſwerable to 
* e for my conduct; and I 
E 2 think 


£5. Wy 
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think it moſt ſafe, in every public 
tranſaction, to reſign my private opi- 


nion when I found it deperting from 
the general opinion, 


Same 8 

As I am convinced that no ſyſtem 
can exiſt that is not ſupported by a 
fair, confifient, and gſtabliſbed ux ANI. 
MITY, I ſhall always be happy to join 
with a party that may have abilities and 
intentions of promoting the general wel- 
far E. | 

Same Day, 

The King by his prerogative poſſeſſes 
the right of miniſterial appointment, yet 
let it be remembered, that the PEOPLE 
can by their privilege annul that appoint- 
ment. It is only the CONFIDENCE of 


the PEOPLE that gives ect to the ſprings 
of Government, 


Same Day, 
No man ought to be the Miniſter of 
this country that has neither the ſanction 
of the people or Parliament, | 


March 
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March 6, 1783. 
| What did the practice of promiſing 
penſions to perſons taking upon them 
offices upon quittiug the ſame lead to, 
but a moſt dangerous and alarming ex- 
erciſe of the influence of the Crown ? 
By this means the Crown could always 
obtain an Adininiſtration without the 
Jmalleſt regard to the ſenſe of Parliament, © or 
the confidence of the people, 


1 


Same Day. 


His Hon, Friend (Mr. Powys) had 
talked of thaſe who avowed, wha 
boaſted, and who gloried in acting 
independent of the public opinion. If his 
Hon. Friend meant to allude to HIM, 
he was entirely miſtaken, Hz had 
neither avowed, boaſted of, nor gloried 
in any ſuch conduct; on the contrary, 
he maintained the very reverſe idea 
and he was not a little ſurpriſed to hear 
his Hon. Friend immediately afterwards 
confeſs, that he thought the Govern- 

| ment, 
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ment ought to go-into ſuch hands. Hz 
(Mr. Fox) had contended, and ever 
would contend, that no Miniſters who 
acted independent of the public opinion, 
OUGHT TO BE EMPLOYED. The public 
opinion alone was the Bas1s in His mind 
on which an Adminiſtration ſhould be 
formed. 
. Same Day. 

It had been argued, again and again, 
that the KINO had a right to chuſe his 
own Miniſters. In that particular he 
reſted on the ſpirit of the conſtitulion, and 
not on the letter of it, and grounding 


his opinion on the ſpirit of the conſtitution, 


he ever had, and ever would maintain, 


that his Majeſty, in his choice of Mi- 


niſters, ought Nor to be influenced by 


his perſonal favor alone, Bur BY THE 
PUBLIC VOICE, by THE SENSE OF HIS 
PARLIAMENT, AND THE SENSE OF HIS 


PEOPLE. 


March 24. | 
He declared he could never ſit ſtill and 


hear the name of Majeſty brought for- 


ward 
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ward in debate. That Houſe knew no- 
thing of his Majeſty's Private feelings, 
or his Majeſty 8 private opinions; they 
could ſuppoſe nothing about them. hat- 
ever were his Majeſty's private feelings 
or opinions, they were only known to | 


5 i 


his o 007 royal breaſt. . . = 


March 28. Ni e 


He did not think that any new power 
Mould be given to the Crown. 


' - — 
_ | + 3 


| a Day. „ 08 

In pg of the Conſtitution, he 
regarded it as one of its chief excellen- 
cies, that it involved a renovating prin- 9. 
ciple in itſelf; and by being capable of 
repeated improvement, admitted the poſ- 
ſibility of its being from time to time 
carried to a degree of perfection, beyond 
which no human iden could 185 


Hs Day. 


It was dill beſt Government, Mr. Fox 
ſaid, where the PEOPLE had the greateſt 
ſhare in it. | 
Of 
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| "ONT 7 

of all the influence of the Crown, 
he knew of no influence ſo much to be 
dreaded as the influence of terror. Thoſe 
who profeſſed themſelves the warmeſt 
and moſt ſtrenuous advocates for ex- 
tending the influence of the Crown of 
another kind, were, he believed, as averſe 


as he was to the influence of terror ; be- 


cauſe they knew, that if it were ſuffered 
to be' exerciſed in one inſtance, it would 


be exerciſed in many others; and, in 


ſhort, it would ſhake the whole king- 
dom. HE. therefore was determined 
to reſiſt it, whenever the nn Was: 
made to exert it. 


December a. 
*. thought that the wed Gen- 


tleman (Sir William Dolben) who had 


ſtudied the Conſtitution, ought to have 
known that the voice of the Houſe of 
Commons was the voice of the __ 
of _ 4 

e January 
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January 12, 1784. 
But the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Powys) 


Rill wiſhes for more coalitions. It had 


always been his idea that there were, in 
caſes of political variance and objection, 
but two means to be uſed. The one 
was, in caſe of delinquency, to inflict 
public cenſure, and, where that was not 
purſued, public oblivion, This had been 


his motive in coaleſcing with the noble 


Lord (North), but in ſo doing, he had 


loſt the good opinion of the Hon. Gentle- 


man, a matter very dear to him. He 
had many great friends, however, who, 
agreeing with him in his idea, had their 
ſentiments on other topics, and who 
might ſay to him, What, would you 


« liſten to the invitation of this Hon. 


Gentleman, and coaleſce with men 
« who ſupport ſecret influence? Would 
«© YOU coaleſce with men who diſdain to 
ſtand on the INFLUENCE, of GOOD 0P1- 
* NION, on the SENTIMENTS of the 
% PEOPLE, on the CONFIDENCE of PAR- 
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«© LIAMENT? Would you forget all the 
“ doctrines in which you have been 


© bred? Will you creep into office by 


© the back ſtairs, which you ſo loudly, 
e and, as we think, ſo juſtly reprobate ? 
© or to take theſe men with whom you 
“are invited to join, even on their beſt 
«* plea? Would vob make part of an 
« Adminiitration which ſtands on the 
« Houſe of Lords, in preference to the 
« Hovsz or Commons? You, who have 
“ conſtantly reprobated the principle of 
ee ſecret influence ; YOU, who have always 
& declared that you could only pay re- 
& ſpect or take a ſhare in that Govern- 
ment which flowed from the opinion of 
« the MANY, and not from the perſonal 
« favour of the adviſing few; would 
„ you ſo far forget the habits in which 
« you have been bred, as, at laſt, to coa- 
„ leſce with thoſe 2who have become the 
„ mnſtruments cf this ACCURSED, ABHOR=-- 
* RED SECRET INFLUENCE ? We cannot 


© believe YOU to be capable of ſuch atro: 


«K ci0us 
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© cious apoſtacy from all principle.” This, 


he imagined, would be their language ; 
and he thought, though he might not go 
ſo far himſelf, they would be perfefly fu 
fied in this addreſs to him. 


FTE I 4. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he would take notice 
of a ſubje& that had been ſtrangely in- 
troduced into the debate: that of the 
Heir-Apparent's coming to that Houſe 
to hear the debates, and make himſelf 
maſter of public buſineſs; a paſſion that 
was moſt laudable and virtuous! The 
Hon. Baronet who firſt mentioned this, 
talked of influence : He forgot, the Prince 
of Wales, though the firſt ſubje# in the 
kingdom, was but a ſubjet. He was the 
higheſt in the ladder of the peerage; as 
a viſcount was higher than a baron, an 
earl than a viſcount, a marquis than an 
earl, and a prince than a duke. He had 
no prerogatives, He could have no in- 
fluence. 


| F 2 Same 
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Same Day. 

The laſt Parliament, 70 their immortal 
honour, voted the influence of the Crown 
to be inconſiſtent with public liberty. 


January 16. 

When the Noble Lord (North) who ſits 
near me, and who had governed the coun- 
try for ſo long a period, at laſt found 
himſelf deſerted by the Houſe, and a ma- 


Jority of nine only in his favour, even 


in this ſituation he retired with becoming 
propriety and decency. 


January 20. 

The nation had now to ſee what had 
not been ſeen ſince the Revolution, an 
Aminiſtration in defiance of the Houſe of 
Commons, and renewing as much as in 


them lay thoſe diſtracted times before the 


Revolution, when tothe misfortune of the 
nation the Houſe of Commons were al- 
moſt at variance with the executive power, 
obliged to maintain their rights againſt 
the 
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the prerogative of the Crown, which 
aimed at an alienation. He wiſhed the 
ſea which ſurrounded the iſland could 
prevent the ſhame of this country from 
reaching the nations on the Continent. 
He wiſhed that the deſtruction of the go- 
vernment of this country could be kept 
from the knowledge of the dependencies 
of the Britiſh empire; or rather hewiſhed 
that the conſtitution were ſecure, and that 


every thing were reſtored to peace and 


quiet at home, and reſcued from the 
effects of private influence. 


Same Day. 


They ſhould ſeriouſly reflect on this, 


and conſider how like lovers of their 
country they muſt be, to render them- 
ſelves inſtrumental in bringing on a 
conteſt, from which the moſt melancholy 
conſequences might be naturally expected. 


| Same Day. 
He was fure that there was not a 


man in that Houſe who would lay his 
hand 
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hand upon his heart and ſay, and much 
leſs believe, that but for the ſtruggle 
the Houſe had lately made, any thing 
more than the ſhadow of liberty would 
have remained, or that the ſubſtanee of 
it would not have been borne down 
by the influence of the Crown. 


| January 29: + 4:1 
He always expected to be told, that 
the prerogatives of the Crown were not 
to be reſtrained. He was the laſt man 
who would ever with to ſee one of the 
three eſtates ſtript of any of thoſe powers 
with which it was legally inveſted. But 
were not all thoſe powwers originally given 
with a view to the public ſervice ? 


Same Day. 

He would inſiſt on it, that Miniſters 
were reſponſible to the Houſe of Com- 
mons for the [exerciſe of every prero- 
gative belonging to the Crown. It was 
in the Houſe of Commons, or by the 
People 
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People in their original capacity, that 
every exertion of thoſe powers which 
diſtinguiſhed the Sovereign of the em- 
pire were ultimately to be tried, and, 
in proportion as they anſwered the hri- 
mary intention of their inſtitution, be 
acquitted or condemned. x 


Same Day. | 
He had never renounced his allegi- 
ance to that Houſe ; he had never ſtood 
forth in oppoſition to its deciſions the 
avowed and unconſtitutional advocate of 
Royal prerogative. | 


| Same Day. 


He had never ſtood forth the avowed 
unconſtitutional Champion of preroga- 
tive; he had never attempted to deſtroy 
the equality and importance of indivi- 
duals, by trying them by their property, 
or had he ever dared to oppoſe the ſenſe 
of the people by their repreſentatives 1 in 
Parliament, 


Same 
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Same Day. 
The Crown was endowed with no 
faculty whatever of a private nature: 


all its functions were inſtituted for pub- 


hc benefit. 


Same Day. 

He would not uſe the indecent lan» 
guage of calling any individual in that 
Houſe a dictator. He truſted Parliament 
would ever prove equal to its own pro- 


tection, eſpecially againſt the ambition of 


its own Members. But he was not a little 
apprehenſive that this enormous power 
might one day be afſumed by the Crown, 
In the conduct of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), was immediately 
to put the Crown in the ſituation of dicta- 
tor to that Houſe. 


February : 
There was a ſettled deſign ſomewhere 
to render the Commons /ubſervient to 


the will of the Crown, and conſequently 


7 Nelghe to the — 
Same 


. 
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Same oY 2 15 


The 1 between - the Noble 
Lord (Mahon) and him was, that he 


contended | for the people's influence, and his 


Lorin for that of the Crown. 


10 Hd 1 Bind e 
The Miniſter's influence! in that Houſe 


depended on what confidence they had in : 


him; Hk was their fruſtee; to _ Us 
was reſponſible for oy _ | 


3144 GT 4 February 18. 9 91 


| "Ta not a majority of the Houſe of 
Commons, almoſt from time immemo- 
rial, governed this country? Was it not 
a confidence in the Houſe of Commons 
that gave energy and effect to every Ad- 


miniſtration ?- Was it not the countenance. 


and concurrence of the Houſe of Commons 


which gave popularity and  Hability ta 
the e throne | 


Wy. G | Same 
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Same Day. 


He truſted they would face the diffi- 
culties they had to ſurmount with teſolu- 
tion and dignity. They 1 were in cirrum- 
ſtances in which no Houſe of Commons 
had been for many years; and as every 
thing about them muſt conſequently bear 
a new aſpect, their duty was deliberation 
and attention. The fubject which de- 
manded their conſideration was un- 
| queſtionably one of the muſt ſerious and 
1b important that ever did, or ever could, 
þ demand their deliberation. It was neither 
a. leſs nor more than what it became them 
wW to do, under a circumſtance ſo novel and 
' unprecedented in the hiſtory of a free 

N Parliament, as to deſtroy their conſe- 
quence for ever, unleſs ſome method was 
deviſed by which their honour and inde- | 

pendence could be ſaved, 


Same Day. 


We heheld a Miniſtry without the con- 
fidence of the Houſe of Commons. An 
executive 
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executive government inwhich the Houſe 


placed no degree of truſt whatever. Thefe 
perſons who had adviſed it, had adopdte 
a ſyſtem of politics wholly inconſiſtent 
with the functions of this Houſe, hoſtile 
indeed to the ſpirit and character of a free 
government. It was their evident inten- 
tion to render the Houſe of Commons 
the mere tool and organ of deſpotiſm, 
and he hoped the Hirit of a brave and free 
N would defeat the baſe de n! f 


fs Day. 

They (the Miniſtry) make you exert 
your utmoſt endeavours to pull down 
this Aſylum of Liberty, but you un- 
avoidably involve yourſelves in its ruin. 
If Miniſters, therefore, are determined to 
trace the power of Parliament, and op- 
poſe their own perſonal feelings to the 
honor of the Houſe, and the welfare of 
the people, they muſt abide by the con- 
ſequences. The principles on which 
they act is an everlaſting bar to any 
| = proſpect 
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proſpect of unanimity in this Houſe. It 
had bore to His mind a menacing aſpe& 

to the liberties, not of the Houſe only, 
but of the country. It affected that great 
vital of active principle in the Con- 
ſtitution on which all the privileges of 
Engliſhmen hung: and while that impe- 
diment remained, no ſafety could be ex- 
pected. It placed an OCEAN between 
them which it was impoſſible to paſs, 
and put every wiſh of ſupremacy or con- 
nection altogether out of the queſtion. 


Same Day. 


The Princes on the Throne had reſ- 
pected that Houſe, and their firſt and 
greateſt glory had been to attend to its 
wiſhes, and liſten to its advice. God 
fordid, he ſaid, that thoſe ſecret adviſers 
to his Majeſty ſhould induce our preſent 
gracious Sovereign to be the firſt of his 
name and of his race to negle& the 
councils, and zurn afide from the advice 
of his faithful Commons, 


Same 
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March 


The 8 were the great ſource 
of all power — and their well-fare the 
ſole object for which it was to be ex- 
erted: But who in this caſe were to be 
the judges ? The Houſe of Com- 


mons undoubtedly were competent to 


protect the rights of the people 


4 


to pronounce on whatever they deemed 
an encroachment on their privileges 
and the moment they could not prevent 
every thing which ſtruck them as ſuch, 
they were not equal to the deſign of 
ſuch an inſtitution. 


Same Day. 
Their (the Miniſter's) object was 
to render the Houſe a mere appendage 
of * Crown, 


Same "AY 


On what was the exiſtence 4 the 
Miniſters founded? Was it poſſible ts 


in "on their intentions ? Were they not 


meant 
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meant to annihilate the Houſe of Com- 


mons, in complaiſance to the Crown and 


the Houſe of Lords ? 


March 8. 
It was not, he ſaid, right that the 


Miniſters of the country ſhould: be im- 


mediately dependent on the Crown, 
as it ſeemed now the faſhion to afſ-_ 
ſert they ought to be: If their ſtudy. 
was to pleaſe the Crown, then Mini- 
ſters it ſeemed were ſafe ; but if they 
dared to do their duty, their own ruin 
was the certain conſequence. It well 
became the Houſe of Commons there- 
fore not to ſuffer men to be diſgraced 
and forſaken who had been thus ſtre- 
nuous in their duty, It was better, he 
ſaid, to be a Courtier in France than 
in England ;—for there the King's fa- 
vour was the ſole object; but here 
the Courtier muſt play a double part; 
for he muſt alſo delude or enſlave the 
Houſe of Commons into obedience to the 
Crown and its ſecret adviſers. 


Same 
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[990 Same Day. 

His Majeſty and his Royal proge- 
niſives have been fixed in the hearts 
of their people, and have commanded 
the reſpet and admiration of all 
the nations of the earth 5% a conflant 
and uniform attention to the aduite of 
Fheir. Commons. 


November 27, 1783. 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that neceſſity had 
beendeemed the tyrant's plea. He beg- 
ged it to be remembered, that it was alſo 
the freeman's. To what did we owe the 
Revolution but to neceſſity? A neceſſity 
that ſuperſeded all law, and was the glo- 
rious means of giving liberty to England. 


December 1. 

Freedom, according to my concep- 
tion of it, conſiſts in the /a ofe and ſacred 
Poſſeſſion of a man's property, governed 
by laws defined and certain; with many 


perſonal privitedges, natural, civil and 
religious, 
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religious, which. he cannot ſurrender with- 
out ruin to himſelf, and of which to be 
WY of by any other Power 18 er 


1 a 2 507151 b 13 
Much of my life has been' employed to 
diminiſh the inordinate influence'of the 
Crown in common with others; I ſuc- 
ceeded, and I glory in it! 


4 - 


* * 


Same Day. 

He tells me I out-Herod Herod!—that 

I am out-doing all my former 'out-do- 
ings; and proclaims me as the merci- 
leſs and infatiate enemy of the influence 
of the Crown. Up ſtarts another Ho- 
nourable Gentleman with a charge the 
direct reverſe! I have fought under 

your banner, cries the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, againſt that fell giant—the influ- 
ence, of the Crown. You have con- 
quered through us; and now that vic- 
tory is in your arms you turn traitor to 

our cauſe ! and carry over your powers 

| to 
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* to the Enemy. Your attempts in re- 
erecting this monſter exceed all the ex- | 
ertions of your former foes. Thus might 
you make the influence of the Crown 
a Colloſſus that ſhall beſtride the land. 
I impeach you for treachery to your 
antient principles. 


Same Day. | 
And as to party-ſpirit,—that I feel it, 
that I have been. ever under its impulſe, 
and that I ever ſhall, is what I proclaim 
to the world. That I am one of a party— 
a party never known to ſacrifice the in- 
tereſts, or barter the liberties of the na- 
tion, for perſonal emolument or honours ; 
a party linked together upon principles 
which comprehend whatever is moſt dear 

and precious to freemen, and eſſential to 
a free conſtitution. 


N. B. This ſpeech was made while he 
was at the head of the Coalition, and in a 
few weeks after the party had been turned 


out. 


H . n * 
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January | 12, 1784. 

Let us preſerve the beauty of our conſti- 
tution, of that happy- practicable equili- 
brium of republicaniſm, moderating the 
deſpotiſm of the one and the licentiouſ- 
neſs of the other: that Which was in 
theory proved to be fallacious, but which 
Has been eſtabliſhed ſiuce the revolution, fo 
pure as well as ſo effeual. 


| Every ſyllable virtually impeaches the 

eſtabliſhment by which we fit in this 
Houſe, in the enjoyment of this free- 
dom, and of every other bleſſing of our 
Government. Theſe kind of arguments 
are batteries againſt the main pillar of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution. Some men are 
cory ent with their own private oft- ; 
nions, and diſcover the inheritance of fa- 
mily maxims, when they queſtion the 
Principles of the Revolution. But I have 
no ſcruple in ſubſctibmg to the articles 
of that creed which produced it. Sove- 
reigns are ſacred, and reverencc is due to 


every 
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every King !-—Yet with all my attach- 
ments to the perſon of a firſt magiſtrate, 
had I lived in the reign of James the 
Second, I ſhould moſt certainly have con- 
tributed my little aids, and borne part 
in thoſe illuſtrious fliruggles which vin- 
dicated an empire from HEREDITARY 
ſervitude, and recorded this valuable 
doctrine — THAT TRUST ABUSED 
WAS REVOCABLE. 


- 
* * * * ” 
1 
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gr The people at large ſhall now ſee with 
what dexterity Mr. Fox can convert A 
TRUST REVOCABLE by the Lords 
and Commons at the Revolution in 1688, 
into HEREDITARY PREROGATIVE 
RIGHT in the Prince, and IR-REVO- 
CABLE and UNCONTROULABLE by 
the Lords and Commons in 1788. 


a5 4 They 
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They will in ſome of the following pages 
behold the late boaſted MAN OF THE 
PEOPLE—the pretended CHAMPION 
of the Commons—the ATLAS of the 
Whigs, —blinded by the riſing SUN. of 
Power, and intoxicated with Hereditary 
Prerogative, exerting, like SAMPSON, 
all his force, to tear up the pillars of 
the State, and pull down that beautiful 
and celebrated ſtructure of our anceſtors 
—THE REVOLUTION ! 


From hence the people ſhall know the 
tree by its fruit—the juggler by his art; 
and view in full bloom the BLOSSOMus 
OF JACOBITISM ON THE FRUIT OF 
THE REVOLUTION. r 


Speeches 


4 I ; 


Speeches of Mr. Prrr and Mr. Fox, on the 
Subject of a Recency, taken from the 
Morning Herald of the 11th of December, 
1788; a Paper avowedly in the Service of 


© Oppoſition. 


COMMITTEE OF ENQUT RY. 


Mr. Pitt obſerved, that as the paper which had juſt 
been read had fully informed the Houſe of the melan- 
choly ſituation of His Majeſty, ſo it alſo held forth the 
beſt hopes to a loyal and anxious people ; but however 
ſanguine thoſe hopes may be, it was the duty of that 
Houſe, proceeding in ſuch caſe with the moſt reſpectful 
regret, to take ſuch intermediate fteps as were neceſſary 
for the public ſafety. They would act, he truſted, in 
ſuch a manner as would convince the Sovereign on his 
recovery, whenever that period ſhould arrive, that the 
people whom he had ſo long loved and ruled, were not 


neglected at the time when he laboured under the ſevereſt 


viſitation of Providence. For this purpoſe it was neceſ- 
fary to recur to the wiſdom of paſt ages, and to examine 
how it was determined by the Conſtitution, in any inter- 
ruption of the perſonal exerciſe of the ſovereignty, that 
the deficiency ſhould be ſupplied. The expediency of 


this meaſure was, he truſted, ſo obvious, that he ſhould 


not uſe any arguments in its ſupport, unleſs (what he 
could ſcarcely apprehend) it ſhould meet with an oppo- 
ſition. He then moved, © That a Committee ſhould be 
« appointed ito enquire into the proceedings in caſes of 
e the perſonal exerciſe of f Royal Authority being inter- 
« rupted 
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tt rupted by abſence, incapacity, or infirmity; with the 
* remedies provided for the ſame.” 

When this Reſolution was read from the Chair, 

Mr. Fox immediately aroſe : He had not, he ſaid, the 
good fortune to concur in the propriety of the preſent 
motion, yet he did not mean to give it any oppoſition. 
After the weighty information which they had juſt 
received, there was certainly no time for delay; and after 
the time which had lapſed, though perhaps it was not 
loſt, the Houſe was undoubtedly preſſed to come to a 
deciſion, He could therefore diſpenſe with the preſent 
enquiry, which could tend only to loſs of time, The 
reſearches to be made were not confined to the Journal 
of the Houſe ; they were to be extended to the hiſtory of 
theſe realms. Of that hiſtory every perſon in that Houſe 
muſt be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs a competent knowledge, and 
they muſt therefore know, that there was no precedent 
10 be found which was applicable to the preſent occaſion. 
There was now a perſon in this realm ſtanding in a 
ſituation wholly differing from any inſtance that could be 
adduced---an heir apparent of full age, of full capacity, 
and in every reſpe& fully qualified for the ſituation in 
which he was deſtined to act. This was an incitement te 
all becoming ſpeed, and. this was the moment in which 
they were called for the firſt time to decide. The report 
of the Privy Council he did not conſider as coming 
properly before that Houſe, and therefore until the pre- 
ſent report was read, they muſt be conſidered as being 
without ar; authentic information on the ſubject. This 
was the preciſe point of time in which they begun to act; 
and ftanding in this ſituation, their incitements would 


undoubtedly be more ſtrong, if they thought, as he 
truſted 


8 i, "7 
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truſted a majority of the Houſe muſt think, that the 
ſubject was not a matter for their deliberation. He for 
his part was of opinion, that the Pæixcx of Wal ESs, on 
the civi] demiſe of his Royal Father, had a full, clear, 
and perfe# an to exerciſe every function of Govern- 
ment in his name, and in the fame manner as if the So- 
vereign had been naturally demiſed ; that right com- 
mencing from the inftant that His Majeſty became in- 
capable, and continuing as long as that incapacity exiſted. 
If the Prince did not inftantly aſſume thoſe powers, to 
which, from analogy, and from hiſtory, and: from the 
ſpirit of our conſtitution, he was clearly entitled ; if he 
acted in a manner more ſuited to his character and educa- 
tion, more ſuited to thoſe principles which firſt placed his 
anceftors on the Throne, that moderation ſhould be their 
ſtrongeſt incitement. In the deference and forbearance 
of the Prince, they were not to forget his claim of right. 
In all their obſervations they ſhould remember, that there 
was ſuch a claim exiſting, and it ſhould ſerve to haſten 
their deciſions, as far as was confiſtent with the magni- 
tude of the occafion. 
There was an omiſſion, Mr. Fox obſerved, in the reſo- 
lution propoſed, which ſhould have been---to examine 
into the © Parliamentary” Proceedings; as it was on 
| thele alone that their deciſion, could be founded. But as 
this might perhaps be thought to narrow the ground of 
enquiry, and as unanimity was ſo very defirable in the 
preſent inſtance, he ſhould not interrupt their progreſs 
by preſſing this amendment. 
Of the report on the table, he obſerved, that it con- 
tained in fact no more than that which had been laid 
before the Privy Council, From each there were three 
principa] points deducible ; namely, 
| That 
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That his Majeſty was at preſent incapable of any atten 
tion to public buſineſs ; 

That there were happily ſtrong hopes of his recovery 
But that no degree of knowledge or experience could 
afford them any light as to the time when that recovery 

might naturally be expected. 

"Theſe facts admitted, were to form the ſubflratum of 
their future proceedings : different perſons might dwell 
on particular words, but it was on their admiſſions that 
the ſuperſtructure was to be raiſed. On the completion 
of which, that Houſe and the nation were ſo deeply 
intereſted. 

Mr. Pitt commenced a very warm reply, by is, 
that if any perſon had entertained a doubt of the pro- 
priety of ſuch a Commitee as he had propoſed, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite had furniſhed in his arguments 
the ſtrongeſt proof of its neceſſity. He was ready to 
acknowledge the ſplendor of his abilities ; he admitted 
his theoretical information, even at the time when they 
differed in point of practice; but he could not poſſibly 
admit of the doctrine which had been now laid down. 
He could by no means admit that in a reference to paſt 
times there was no caſe in point with that now before the 
Houſe. In every interruption of the perſonal exerciſe 
of the Royal powers it reſted with Parliament to determine 
in whom it ſhould be veſted. To maintain the contrary 
opinion, to ſay that the other branches of the Conſtitu- 
tion were not to be conſulted, but a right of ſovereignty 
inſtantly. devolved to any perſons was /ittle leſs than 
TREASON!!! With reſpec to the preſent inſtance, 
he ſhould be ready on a future occaſion to ſtate his opi- 


nion of the ſteps neceſſary to be taken. He ſhould con- 
| | tent 


k Os 1 


tent himſelf at p.-ſent with ſaying, that every inſtance of 


Parliamentary interference on an interruption of the exe 
cutive government, was to his mind a caſe entirely in 
point; that whatever may be the diſcretion of Parliament 
with reſpe& to the diſpoſition of thoſe powers, their right 


to diſpoſe of them was undoubted; and that until the 


ſanction of Parliament was obtained TER PRINCE 


or WALES HAD NO MORE RIGHT TO EXERCISE TuS 


PowERS Or GCGovERNMENT THAN ANY OTHER PRR- 
SON IN THESE REALMS: 


This poſition Mr. Pitt put into a nitlety of lights, but 


in each his inference was till the ſame—that the Prince 
of Wales had no right to the executive powers without 
the ſanction of Parliament! He then proceeded to vindi- 
cate himſelf from the imputation of delay. The firſt 
communication, he contended, had been given as ſoon, 
and the adjournments made as briefly, as poſſible. They 
could not before aſcertain the ſtate of his Majeſty's 
health; and having done that, their next ſtep was to aſ- 
certain their own rights. The queſtion before the Houſe 
was of a nature the moſt momentous, whether they re- 
garded the honour of the Sovereign, or the ſafety of the 
people. They would therefore, he truſted, conduct 
themſelves according to the uſage and laws of Parlia- 
ment, without attending to doctrines which militated 
againſt every principle of the conſtitution and againſt its 
ſpirit, ſince it could be Wen as having taken a ſhape 
and name. 

Mr. Foz replied, that either the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had miſunderſtood him, or that he had reſted him- 
ſelf on the uſe of an equivocal word. If it was meant 


1 the forereignty ſhould be ſettled in all cafes by Par- 
1 i liament 


* 
0 * by 
a 
— Pd Us 
— * 
— — — 
r — {A 4 


IX Pa" "IL. — 


* 


. 
—ͤ—ä— — — — dncy —— — — 


by 3 


EE 


liamen. meaning thereby the Eing, Lords, and Com- 
mons, he ſhould readfly agree to the principles which had 
been laid down. But if the ſame was alledged of the 
two Houſes acting without the kingly ſanction, the re- 
verſe of thoſe principles was the truth. They were in 
that ſtate maimed of their powers; they could paſs no 
law, but were to await the operation either of ſome pro- 
viſional ſtatute, or of the principles of the Conſtitution as 
they had been generally laid down. If they proceeded to 
regulate, or to limit the bounds of the executive power, 
they acted contrary to the ſpirit and to the letter of the 
Conſtitution. This was the law, as laid down by the ſta- 
tutes of the realm; and if he maintained the contrary 
of this doctrine, the Attorney General ſhould, in duty, 
proſecute him for treaſon, and he muſt incur all the pe- 
nalties of a Premunire. If this was the language deemed 
7 eaſonable, he ſhould repeat in ſo many words—that the 
Prince of Walks, in his opinion, ſtood poſſeſſed of the 
ſovereign power, by virtue of the civil demiſe, in the 
manner as he would have done br: the natural demiſe of 
his father, and as independently of any interference of 
Parliament. —But when this laſt word was ſo often re- 
peated, it ſhould be recolle&ed, that a queſtion might be 
put, whether they ſat as a Parliament, or-merely as a Con- 
vention. If as the latter, they were of courſe no perfect 
Parliament; and former Conventions, whoſe- meetings 
we juſtified by neceſſity and to hom we owe every 
thing we hold dear, were t60 wiſe either to take the 


PEE 
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. name of Parliament, or to attempt any meafüres until 
. | they had reſtored that third branch of the Conſtitution 

| to which it owes its form and energy. He did not ſtand 

| up to jullify the exploded doctrines of a * divine and 


indefeaſible 


11 

indefeaſible right;“ he knew of none ſuch exiſting in 
the Conſtitution. The Crown was hereditary, but the 
executive government was not. The former was here- 
ditary for the benefit of the people, and to preclude 
the evils of an elective ſovereignty; the latter was not, 
becauſe it would be mecmpetible with the ſpirit of 
our Conſtitution. 
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Mr. Pin ſaid, that the iſſue was now ſettled on 
which this controverſy may be debated on a future day, 
He had denied that the Prince of WaLes poſſeſſed 
any right of government independently of the autho- 
rity cf Parliament, and he would ſtill continue to deny 
that any ſuch right exiſted. He would admit that if 
the King had been naturally demiſed, there could have 
been no queſtion as to the right of the Heir Appa- 
rent; but the cafes were, in his ↄpinion, to be diſtin- 
Laſhed: and on ſuch an interruption of the executive 
power as che preſent, no right could deyolve, but with 
the authority of the remaining branches of the Legiſla- 
ture. 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, that when the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who had laſt ſpoken, ſtood forward as the advocate and 
ſpecimen of modergtion, he was undoubtedly entitled to 
every reſpect. If therefore he had before ſpoken with 
any intemperance, he could now coolly and grayely affure 
him, that what he had ſaid was the reſult of mature re- 
fection, and that he was not diſpoſed to retract a ſingle - 
ſyllable. He would on the contrary repeat it, as his opi- 


nion under the preſent circumſtances—* that the Prince 


of Wales, in point of right, whatever he might claim from 
the diſcretion of Parliament, had no more claim to hold 
the executive goverment of this country than any other 
ſulje& whatſoever !”—If Mr. Somers, he would aſk, or 
any other of the ſupporters of the Revolution, had held 
this language at that æra, would it therefore have been 
that he meant thereby to have put himſelf in competition 
with, or exclude the rightful claims of his Prince, Wil- 


' liam the Third?—The language was, on the contrary 


that of the Conſtitution, which as ſuch he ſhould be al- 
ways proud to repeat. 


2 rache 


1 & ] 


Extradts from Judge Blackſtone s C NY | 
Vol. 1. P. 210, 11. 


II appears from the higheſt authority this nation is ac- 
quainted with, that the Crown of England hath ever been 
an hereditary Crown, though, ſubjet to limitations by Par- 
tiament. The firſt inſtance is the famous Bill of Excluſion 
in the latter end of King Charles the Second's reign. ; 6 
The purport of the Bill was to have ſet aſide the King's J 
brother and preſumptive heir, the Duke of Vork, on the 
ſcore of his being a Papiſt; it paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
mons, but was rejected by the Lords. From this tran- 
ſaction we may collect two things; firſt, that the Crown 
was unlverſally acknowledged to be hereditary, and the 
| Inheritance indefeaſible, unleſs by Parliament. Secondly, 
that the Parliament had a power to have defeated the in” 
heritance, elſe ſuch a Bill had been ineffectual. The 
Lords did not diſpute the power, but the propriety. 
The true ground and principle upon which that memo- 
' rable event (the Revolution in 1688) proceeded, was an 
entirely new caſe in politics. It was not a defeazance of 
the right, of ſucceſſion, and a new limitation of the Crown 
by the King and both Houſes of Parliament; it was the ad of 
the nation alone, upon conviction that there was no King 
in being. | 
Blackſlone's Commentaries, 212. Whenever a queſtion 
ariſes between the ſociety at large and any magiſ- 
trate veſted with powers originally delegated by that ſo- 
ciety, it muſt be decided by the voice of the ſociety it- 
wm there is not upon earth any other tribunal to reſort - 
And that theſe conſequences were fairly deduced 
from 
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from theſe facts our anceſtors have ſolemnly determined 
in a full parliamentary convention, repreſenting the 
whole ſociety. 

214. He ſays, If the Throne be at any time, vacant, 
which may happen-by other means beſides that of abdica- 


tion; if, I. ſay, a vacancy by any means whatſoever 


ſhould happen, the right of diſpoſing of this vacancy 
feems naturally to reſult to the Lords and Commons, the 
Truſtees and Repreſentatives of the Nation. For there 
are no other hands in which it can ſo j-operly be in- 
truſted, and there is a neceſſity of its being intruſted 
fomewhere ; elſe the whole frame of government muſt be 
diſſolved and periſh. The Lords and Commons having 
therefore determined this main fundamental article, they 
proceeded «to fill up the vacancy in ſuch manner as 
they judged the moſt proper. 


— EL P77 ST OP RE _ 


Extract from the Works if Doctor Swift, ts 
of St. Patrick's. 


«© There are two quiſlices 4 to be conſidered, firſt, Whe- 
ther upon the foot of our conſtitution, as it ſtood in the 
reign of the late King James, a King of England may 
be depoſed ? The ſecond is, Whether the people of 
L£1gland, convened by their own authority, after the King 
-had withdrawn himſelf in the manner he did, had power 


to alter the ſucceſſion ? 


As for the firit, it is a point I ſhall not preſume.to 
determine, and ſhall therefore only ſay, that to any man 


who holds the negative, I would demand the liberty of 


putting 


. 


C1 : 

putting the caſe as ſtrongly as I pleaſe. I will ſuppoſe a 

Prince, limited by laws like ours, yet running into a 

thouſand caprices of cruelty, like Nero or Caligula; I 
will ſuppoſe him to murder his mother and his wife, to 

commit inceſt, to raviſh matrons, to blow up the ſenate, 

and burn his metropolis, openly to renounce God and 

Chriſt, and worſhip the devil; theſe and the like exorbi- 
tances, .are in the power of a ſingle perſon to commit 
without the advice of a Miniſtry, or aſſiſtance of an 
army. And if ſuch a King as J have deſcribed cannot 
be depoſed but by his own conſent in Parliament, I do 
not well ſee how he can be reed, or what can be meant 
by a limited monarchy ; or what ſignifies the people's con- 
ſent in making and repealing laws, if the perſon who ad- 
miniſters hath no tie but conſcience, and 1s anſwerable to 
none but God. I deſire no ſtronger proof of an opinion 
being falſe, than to find very great abſurdities annexed to 
it, and there cannot be greater than in the preſent caſe, 
for it is not a bare ſpeculation that Kings may run into 
ſuch enormities as are abovementioned ; the practice may 
be proved by examples, not only. drawn from the firſt 
Ceſars, or later Emperors, but many modern Princes of 
Europe, ſuch as Peter the Cruel, Phillip the Second of 
Spain, Fohn Bafilovits of Muſcovy, and in our own na- 
tion, King John, Richard the Third, and Henry the 
Eighth. But there cannot be equal abſurdities ſuppoſed 
in maintaining the contrary opinion, becauſe it is certain 
that Princes have it in their power to keep a majority on 


their ſide by any tolerable Adminiſtration, till provoked . 


by continual oppreſſions; no man, indeed, can then 
anſwer where the madneſs of the people will ſtop. 
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As to the ſecond part of the objection, whether the 
people of England convened by their own authority, uport 
King Fames's precipitate . departure, had power to alter 
the ſucceſſion ? | | 

In anſwer to this, I think it 1s manifeſt, from the 
practice of the wiſeſt nations, and who ſeem to have had 
the trueſt notions of freedom, that, when a Prince was 
laid aſide for mal-adminiſtration, the nobles and people, 
they thought it neceſſary for the public weal, did reſume 
the adminiſtration of the ſupreme power (the power itſelf 
having always | been in them), and did not only alter the 
ſucceſſion, but often the very form of government too, 
becauſe they believed there was no natural right in one 
man to govern another, but that all was by inſtitution, 
force, or conſent. Thus the cities of Greece, when they 
drove out their tyrannical Kings, either choſe others 
from a new family, or aboliſhed the kingly government, 
and became free ſtates. Thus the Romans, upon the ex- 
pulſion of Targuin, found it inconvenietit for them to be 
ſubje& any longer to the pride, the luſt, the cruelty, and 


arbitrary will of ſingle perſons, and therefore by general 


conſent entirely altered the whole frame of their govern- 
ment. Nor do I find the proceedings of either in this 
point to have been condemned by any Hiſtorian of the 
ſuccceding ages. 

But a great deal hath been already ſaid der wri- 
ters upon this invidious and beaten ſubje& ; therefore I 
ſhall let it fall, though the point is commonly miſtaken, 
eſpecially by the /awyers, who, of all others, ſeem leaſt to 
underſtand the nature of Government in general; like un- 
der workmen, who are expert enough . at making a ſingle 


wheel 


} S 


wheel in a clock, but are utterly ignorant how to adjuſt 
the ſeveral parts, or regulate the movements. 


To return, therefore, from this digreſſion, it is a Church 


of England man's opinion, that the freedom of a nation 
conſiſts in an abſolute unlimited legiſlative powwer, wherein 
the whole body of the people are fairly repreſented, and 
in an executive duly limited; becauſe on this fide likewiſe 
there may be dangerous degrees, and a very ill extreme. 
For when two parties in a State are pretty equal in power, 
pretenſiont, merits, and virtue (for theſe two laſt are, with 
relation to parties and a Court, quite different things), it 
hath been the opinion of the beſt writers upon Govern- 


ment, that a Prince ought not in any ſort to be under the 


guidance or influence of either, becauſe he declines by this 


means from his office of preſiding over the whole, to be the 


head of a party, which, beſides the indignity, renders him 
anſwerable for all public miſmanagements, and the conſe- 
quences of them; and in whatever ſtate this happens, 
there muft either be a weakneſs in the Prince, or · Mi- 
niſtry . 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


. AE zortity of the following Poſt- 
ſeript, in anſwer to the Author of the 
« Brief Deductions, fc. did not ſee that 


production till Sunday night at lo o'clock ; 
and the following Poſiſcript was the reſult 


of three hours immediate labour, which 
. will, he hopes, be a ſufficient apology for 
any incorretineſs in the performance. _ 


Monday Morning, "= FAR 
22d Dec. 1788. 
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INCE che publication of this pamphlet, a very cu- 

rious publication has made its appearance, under 
the title of Brief Deduftions relative to the aid 
and ſupply of the executive power, according to the law of the 
land, in caſes of infancy, delirium, or other incapacity of the 
King.” The Author of this imperfe& ſketch of ideas (as 
he juſtly expreſſes himſelf) tells us, he is a profeſſional man, 
and that he has © inſufficiently and imperfectly inveſti- 
o_ the law of the land on this very intereſting queſ- 


tion.“ 


The Editor * he is one of that unlearned pro- 
feſſion, as Lord Bolingbroke calls it, who of all others 
ſeems leaſt to underſtand the nature of Government in. 
general; and who, as Sift ſays, like an underworkman, 
expert enough at making a ſingle wheel, but utterly igno- 
rant how to adjuſt the ſeveral parts, or regulate the move- 
ments of Government. 

The Author of the Brief Deduflions, Oc. 0 to be 
one of theſe underworkmen, who attempts to regulate the 
movements of Government at this moment, but ſhews him- 
| ſelf utterly ignorant of the principles even of his own pro- 
feſſion. While he attempts to ſhew others the way, he is 
ſo confuſed, that he leaves them in the lurch, without one 
ſingle ray of ſenſe or principle ION the labyrinth of 
his confuſed Deductions. 

He tells us, firſt, that til! the t2v0 Houſes of Parliament 
appoint a Regency to act for the King, the executive 
powe is lodged where either in the whole Peer- 
age, or the conſilium ordinarium, c. if it exiſt or in 

3 the 


. 8 


the exiſting Privy Council, till the Lords are aſſembled in 


Parliament: that is, in other words, it is in this, that, 
or the other but which we muſt find out. 5 

It is generally ſaid, that law is the perfection of reaſon, 
and uſually defined and ſettled upon ſome certain Prin- 
ciple: but this Gentleman ſeems to be involved in his 
own obſcurity, and . ee. of profeſſional 
ideas. 


El Why the two Houſes of Parliament, as the learned Gen- 
tleman calls them, but as we more properly ſay, the Lords 
and Commons, as the guardians and repreſentatives of the 


people, have not the power to appoint the Regent with 
ſuch powers as they think fit; why, I ſay, the Lords and 


Commons cannot, by their own power and authority, or- 
der that to be done, as well as delegate an authority to 
a Commiſſioner to do it. The Lords and Commons are 

the Grand Council of the nation, into whoſe hands the 
power and the right of ſupplying the deficiency devolves ; 
and every man will naturally look to them for the exer- 
ciſe of ſuch power and right, unleſs they can find any 
Act of Parliament or Common Law inſtitution to the con- 


trary. The people will never look to the Peerage where 


they are not repreſented, nor will the Peers look to a 
Privy Council who may or may not exiſt, as the learned 
Gentleman ſuppoſes; for theſe are but as the inferior 
wheels of the State; the ſupreme power being in the 
Lords and Commons during the incapacity of the Firſt 
Magiſtrate. Nothing .can be more abſurd than to ſup- 
poſe, that an inferior Council (unleſs by poſitive inſtitu- 
tion) ſhould have a power or right preferable to the ſu- 
preme. It would have been more ſatisfactory to the Pub- 
lic, if the Gentleman had told us to what authority we 
might look for his Deductions, according to the law of the 
land, inſtead of ſupplying them from Utopia. 

| It 


A man of plain common ſenſe would naturally aſk, 
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It is a known maxim of law, that in the King ir no mi- 
nority. It hath been uſually thought prudent, when the 
heir apparent has been very young, to appoint a Protector, 
Guardian, or Regent, for a limited time: but the very ne- 


ceſſity of ſuch extraordinary proviſion is ſufficient to de- 
monſtrate the truth of that maxim, and therefore he hath 


no legal guardian. Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone ſays, . Nei- 
ther can the King in judgment of law, as King, ever be a 
minor, or under age ; and therefore his royal grants and 


aſſents to acts of Parliament are good, though he has 
not in his natural capacity attained the legal age of 


twenty-one.” —PFinch's law, 82. 
Where this Gentleman, therefore, has found bu law, 
that in the caſe of the infancy of the King, the executive 


power 1s in the Peerage or Privy Council, is difficult to 


determine. 

Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone in his Commentaries how 
“The methods of appointing this Guardian or Regent 
have been ſo various, and the duration of his power ſo 
uncertain, that from thence alone it may be collected, 
that office is unknown to the Common Law, and therefore 


(as Sir Edward Coke ſays, 4th Inſtitute, 58) the ſureſt 


way is to have him made by authority of the Great Council in 
Ps which indiſputably are the Lords and Cen. 
mons.“ 

The ſecond propoſition, © That either the Council of 
&« Peerage, or the conſilium ordinarium, or the Privy Council, 


« have the controul over the Great and Privy Seal, and 


“ may uſe them in aſſembling Parliament,“ &c. is involved 
in the firſt propoſition, which appears to be ill founded, 


and conſequently the ſecond not maintainable. ; 
The third propoſition (as it is called) is ſuch a wild 


jargon of ideas, that it is impoſſible to find any true 


propoſition in it. 


; Every 


FW] 
0 Every man knows that without the King, or his Re- 


preſentative, there can be no Parliament, nor legiſlative 


act done; becauſe he is an eſſential part of the Conſti- 


tution, which conſiſts of King, Lords, and Commons.— 
But it is equally clear; that in the caſe of incapacity of 


the King, the Conſtitution maſt be diſſolved unleſs the 
Lords and Commons, in Convention, place the executive 


power in ſome hands, as they did at the Revolution. 


And we may bid defiance to this learned Gentleman to 


produce any Law opinion of Lord Coke or Lord Hale 


to the contrary, or to ſhew any other legal mode of 
creating a Repreſentative for the King. When the 
Lords and Commons have from the neceſſity of the caſe 
ſupplied that executive power by appointing a Regent 
or Guardian during the incapacity, ſuch Regent may 
Wet the Lords and Ne and then OY become a 
Parliament. 

The learned Gentleman impute errors to the 230 
and Commons in their proceedings, like the drunken man, 
who thinks all the world is turning round, but cannot 
find out it is his own giddineſs.— He ſays, * it was a great 


error in the caſe now depending, not to have appointed a 
Commiſſioner for repreſenting the King, and for holding 


the Parliament previous to the meeting on the prorogation.— 


It was alſo, as it ſtrikes him, a continuance of this error, 


that the two. Houſes have ated as if the Parliament 
was compleat,”? 

The poor Gentleman ſeems wandering himſelf, and 
very nearly in his delirium. Who does he ſuppoſe ought 
to have appointed this Commiſſioner? Not the two 
Houſes —becauſe they could not meet before the time to 
which they were prorogued by the King, In whom is 


the power veſted—lIs it in the Council of Peerage, the 


confilium ordinarium, or the Privy Council? If ſo, where 
does he find his authority, and who are to ſummon theſe 
Councils, 


LE 
Councils, and which of them are to determine? If the 
Lords and Commons are to appoint this Commiſſioner to 
repreſent the King, then the Commiſſioner is to call 
a meeting of Parliament, to appoint another Repre- 
ſentative of the King, called a Regent ; this would be 
imperium in imperio et ſancho in the land of Quixotiſm. 
For if the Lords and Commons may appoint a Com- 
miſſioner to repreſent the King, they may appoint a a 
Regent in the firſt inſtance, with power to act in the 
King's name. 

Such a Conſtitution would not outlaſt the day it is „ born : 
in; and the introduction of this Commiſſioner, would be 
like Cato coming into the Theatre, — only to 80 out 
again. 

The other 3 that the two Houſes have ated as 
if the Parliament was compleat—can only exiſt in the 
Author's brain — for if the Parliament was compleat, 
there would be no neceſſity to appoint a Regent. 
The fourth propoſition is equally abſurd—He ſays 
& When Parliament, is thus aſſembled, with ſuch a Com» 
4 miſſioner to repreſent the King, and to make the Par. 
&« liament compleat, it reſts with the two Houſes in a 
te parliamentary way to ſubſtitute a permanent ſupply of 
the executive power in the place of that immediate 
„ ſupply.” Now, if the Commiſſioner, with the two 
Houſes, make the Parliament compleat, there is no 
need of any other ſupply, becauſe the executive power 
is exerciſed by the Commiſſioner until the King is re- 
ſtored; and there can be no permanent ſupply but by 
declaring the Prince King. 

The learned Gentleman preſently d all he has 
ſaid; for the ſixth and ſeventh propoſitions maintain, 
that the t Houſes of Parliament have uſually exerciſed 
« their diſcretion in conſtituting a Joint Regency, ſome- 


* times with a ee and principal Counſellor at the 
«© head — 
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tt head — ſometimes without.” What is become of the 
Commiſſioner which he juſt now introduced and thought 
neceſſary to the choice of a Regent? 

Eighthly, he fays, © All, or almoſt all, the precedents 
&« of former times will be found to be in favour of veſting 


&« the entire executive power in the intended Regent, 


* qwithout reſtriftion or limitation as to creating peers, 
« granting offices, &c.” | 
Becauſe he conſiders the precedents of a capable king 
making a cuftos regni during © his abſence from the realm 
% as not fairly applicable.” Now it ſeems, that the laſt 
precedent is the only caſe fairly applicable to the preſent. 
For it is but a temporary abſence of mind under which 
the Chief Magiſtrate labours; and as ſoon as he returns to 
his mind, hke the capable king to his realm, he aſſumes 
the whole executive power again. The reaſons given by 
the learned Gentleman againſt reſtricting the Regent as 
to creating peers, operates the other way in favour of re- 
ſtriction; namely, the indelicacy and diſreſpect to the 
perſon whoſe ſole right it is. For it is veſted. only in the 
King by the Conſtitution of England; and, as a Regent is 


not the King, but holds the executive power only in Truſt 


for the King and the people, he ought to be reſtrained from 


exerciling that part of the prerogative which is perfectly 


unneceſſary for the purpoſes of government. If the Re- 
gent then be reſtrained from this portion of prerogative, I 
am perfectly at a loſs to find out thoſe conſequences which 
the learned Author ſays muſt follow, viz. that it will let in 
the two Houſes of Parliament into a participation of exe- 
cutive government, and into the exerciſe of the regal 
preiogative. To participate in what a man has not, is 
new. | | 
I know not by what logic the Gentleman makes his 
Deductions; but if he can give us no better ſpecimens of 
his reaſoning than he has of his knowledge of the Conſti- 
tution, he would do well to attend to his private affairs; 
L and 
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and if he is inclined to promulgate his Utopian ſyſtem 
and laws, he may amuſe himſelf and his little Senate at 
home. 

We are not at this time to look to precedents of as 
times before the Conſtitution was ſettled, but to thoſe of 
later times, if any can be found. But it is admitted on 
all hands, that the caſe is new in politics, and never ex- 
iſted before; conſequently the Public can only reaſon 
from analogy and the principles of the Conſtitution as at 
preſent eſtabliſhed. | 

We have heard Mr. Fox loudly proclaim how neceſſary 
it was to pare the nails of the old Lion, and reftrain the 
power of the Crown, that it may do no miſchief to the 
people; why then ſhould the young Lion be left without 
reſtraint, who 1s more likely to be wanton with power, 


and give more reaſon for alarm than the old Lion who 1s 


grown tame by his limited habits. In ſhort, it is the duty 
of the Lords and Commons, upon whom the right of 
ſupplying the executive power devolves, in the preſent 
emergency, as at the Revolution—to take careof the rights 
of the people, and thoſe prerogatives which they are 
bound to preſerve for the King when he ſhall be reſtored 
to us; and in committing that truſt to the Regent, lay 
ſuch reftriftions upon him, as may prevent any diminu- 
tion of the King's rights or mal-adminiftration of the 
State. In ſhort, the whole is reduced to a point of diſ. 


cretion. 


Tur Liox 1s ar the Doox Shall we open it, 


and let him looſe upon the people; or, — ſhall we ſhut the 
door and keep him faſt, that he does no miſchief? 
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